MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16th JUNE 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








      Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present
Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Mark Pollock, Robert Halls and Jo Szmaj.

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman and 1 member of the public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 

No items were bought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Malcolm White and Ria Pandey.
2. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY
Sarah Duncan was co-opted to join the Parish Council. She then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th MAY 2026 (Already Circulated)
Cllr Carpenter asked for the following correction to be made to May’s section 11) Footpaths minutes to include: ‘The diversion order for footpath Y7/6 has been confirmed from Lower Penn Hill farm towards Hardington Marsh’.  The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
5. MATTERS OF REPORT   
Cllr Carpenter agreed to attend the next LCN meeting on Thursday 18th June.
6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s reports have been previously circulated. 
7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

8. HIGHWAYS
a) Highways have now fixed the potholes on Moor Lane.

b) A Road Closure Notice was received for Cold Harbour Hill lane.  The road is expected to be closed from 17/06/2026 to 19/06/2026 to enable Wessex Water to repair a mains leak.
9.  FOOTPATHS  

a) On the North Lane/Moor Lane bridleway, the Chairman reported that the Ranger had built a retaining wall, but thought it would probably collapse it there was flooding.  It was decided that supporting stakes behind the wall would prevent this and the chairman agreed to discuss this with the ranger.   

b) The chairman had received a report that there was a locked gate on the footpath from prospect farm to hill end.  
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The new village website ‘www.hardingtonparish.gov.uk’ was now available.  It was thought that it would still require some tailoring to make it easier to use for other village groups, such as the village hall.
b) Unfortunately, no-one has taken up Anne Lunt’s role of coordinating the Party-in-the-Park this year. It was agreed to put a note in the Messenger asking if anyone within the village is able to take this on.
11. COMMUNITY FIELD

a) The Clerk is still awaiting quotes for driveway grids for the carpark.  

b) The Clerk is awaiting quotes for renovating the Bike track.
12. FINANCE 

a) A resolution was passed to contribute £500.00 towards the messenger printing costs.

b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· Parish Online- New website (£250.00 +VAT£50.00)


£300.00
· Jon Backhouse – Ranger (May)





£265.00
· Jon Backhous – Ranger (June)





£242.00
· King Electrical Contracting Ltd – Village Hall Electrical Inspection 

(£910.00 + VAT £182.00)


£1092.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The ranger has been strimming in the usual places, repairing equipment at the community field and building a retaining wall on the North Lane/ Moor lane footpath.
b) The Chairman would like the ranger to place support stakes behind the new retaining wall. The dog bin near the nature reserve requires strimming and Rectory Lane requires strimming and also needs weed-killing to kill the moss on the pavement. 
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
No issues arising.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The village hall coffee morning on 30th May raised £227. The next coffee morning is on Saturday 27th June.  The May film ‘Song Sung Blue” made £167. The next film is ‘one battle after another’ to be shown on Thursday. May’s energy bill was £203.

16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS OR NEXT MEETING
Chairman: None.
Councillors: None
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.10pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 21th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
