MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st JULY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








      Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present
Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Robert Halls, Malcolm White, Ria Pandey, Sarah Duncan and Jo Szmaj.

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman and 1 member of the public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 

A parishioner commented that the litter-picking hi-vis jackets have been left outside, were now quite dirty.  Cllr Carpenter agreed to have a look at this.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mark Pollock.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th JUNE 2026 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT   
Cllr Carpenter attended the last LCN meeting on the 18th June. He was disappointed that Cllr Oliver Patrick and Cllr Mike Hewitson had not attended the meeting.  There was nothing specific relating to Hardington. There was a police report that gave recent crime statistics of Yeovil and also details of the police station redevelopment.  There was also a presentation regarding MHA Communities South Somerset (local charity).
5. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s reports have been previously circulated. 
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

7. HIGHWAYS
Cllr Carpenter had reported a pothole on Moor Lane and it was then ‘white-lined’ by highways.  Not long after this he reported another pothole very nearby.  Unfortunately, they only repaired the original pothole and will now have to return to do the other one! Cllr Duncan commented that there are a lot of surface issues driving along Moor Lane at the moment.  The Chairman reported that this was recently discussed by email from Cllr Oliver Patrick, address to Somerset highways.  The reply from Somerset Highways, was that there is still not any money for resurfacing this.  They agreed to add it to the future schemes list, but due to the location it will not score very highly compared to other sites on the list.  They have advised people to report defects and they will continue repair them.  Cllr Carpenter also commented on the recently repaired Pothole on Lyatts, which is now starting to erode again.
8.  FOOTPATHS  

a) Cllr Carpenter is meeting with James White on Monday, for him to spread the gravel using his tractor (North Lane/Moor Lane).  Anyone available to help manually spread it with a spade afterwards would be appreciated!   

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) Councilors discussed using the new email address, which was causing a few problems. Cllr Pandey agreed to provide support with this. There were also some comments of the new website.  It was agreed the Clerk would update the Parish Council sections and that Cllr Pandey would support other non-PC sections (VHC, Gardening club, WI etc).
10. COMMUNITY FIELD

a) The Clerk is still awaiting quotes for driveway grids for the carpark.  

b) The Clerk is awaiting quotes for renovating the Bike track.
c) Cllr White recently noticed that the top beam of the children swings was starting to drop slightly, when there is two children on the swings.  Cllr Carpenter agreed to investigate.

11. FINANCE 

a) A resolution was passed to approve an increase in Clerk’s mileage rate 45p to 55p a mile (tax free) from 6th April 2026.

b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· Nancy Chapman Apr-Jun Salary & Expenses





£1081.79
12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The ranger has been strimming in the usual places (including the dog bin near nature reserve).
b) The ranger’s list included adding support stakes behind the new retaining wall, Rectory Lane requires strimming and it also needs weed-killing to kill the moss on the pavement. 
13. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Clerk reported that the Hardington Players have asked to use the PC Gazebos for their social event on the 9th August. Cllr Carpenter would also like to use them for the 30th august for the combined village church service.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The next coffee morning is on Saturday 25th July. The last film (‘one battle after another’) made £68.21. June’s energy bill was £203.

15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS OR NEXT MEETING
Chairman: None.
Councillors: Cllr Duncan has spoken with Anne Lunt regarding the ‘Party-in-the-Park’ and has kindly volunteered to lead the 2027 event (it was decided it was too late to organised it for this year). 
Clerk: The Parish Council would like to thank the village street fayre committee for putting on such a great event this year.  It was very well attended, and it was believed that the funds raised were good.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 18th August at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  (Cllr Carpenter passed on his apologies as he will be away for the august meeting).
