MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th AUGUST 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








      Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present
Jo Szmaj (Vice Chairman), Robert Halls, Malcolm White, Ria Pandey and Sarah Duncan.
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman and 1 member of the public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 

A parishioner commented that the litter-picking hi-vis jackets that were now quite dirty have not been looked at. The clerk agreed to chase this up.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Robin Carpenter and Mark Pollock.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st JULY 2026 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT   
None.
5. SOMERSET COUNCILOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s reports have been previously circulated. 
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

7. HIGHWAYS
The clerk reported that Highways are intending to resurface the problem areas of the A30 overnight from Tuesday 1st September 20:00 and will hopefully be completed by the end of the week. The road will be open to traffic during the day. 
8.  FOOTPATHS  

a) The Parish Council thanked James White for helping with the gravel on the North Lane/Moor Lane bridleway.  Cllr Halls and Cllr Carpenter feel that a tonne bag of ‘10mm to dust’ is required to complete this job.  A resolution was approved for the clerk to order this.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Pandey has now sorted out some of the main issues with the email addresses and has also resolved some of the issues with the new website.  Cllr Pandey agreed to meet with Cllr Halls to discuss further issues. 
b) The Clerk has updated the Hardington ‘Welcome Pack’.  It was decided to remove address and telephone number from the Councilor section. This would be on September’s agenda for approval.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD

a) The Clerk is still awaiting quotes for driveway grids for the carpark.  

b) The Clerk is awaiting quotes for renovating the Bike track.
c) Cllr Carpenter has investigated the children’s triple swing, regarding the concern re the main beam slight-drop and thought it was currently ok. This will be inspected under the annual playground inspection in September.
d) Cllr Carpenter has raised concerns regarding the BBQ.  The recently bought bin had now corroded and has been also used as a general rubbish bin, rather then just being used for coals disposal. He was asking councilors on their thoughts on keeping the BBQ and whether he should source an alternative bin.  Councilors’ views at this point was to ban the use of BBQs for the time being due to the dry weather. The clerk agreed to do a notice for this.  This subject will be discussed again at the September meeting. 

11. FINANCE 

a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· Jon Backhouse – Ranger (July)                               



 

£241.60
· Jon Backhouse – Ranger (August)                             



 

£267.00
12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The ranger has been strimming in the usual places (including the Rectory Lane and the footpath between Penn Lane and Broadstone Lane) and has reinforced the new wall on the North Lane/Moor Lane footpath, 
b) The ranger’s latest list included adding support stakes to the oak and conifer trees near the metal bench (Cold Harbour Hill). 
13. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The last coffee morning raised £350.  The next coffee morning is on Saturday 22th July. The Street Fayre raised a total of £4400.  This will be shared between St Mary Church and the Village Hall Committee. July’s energy bill was £37.06. The next Moviola film is on Thursday 17th September (The Christophers).
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS OR NEXT MEETING
Chairman: None.
Councillors: Cllr Halls asked that a letter of thanks is written to the previous webmaster, Mark Edwards.  (It was also decided that a note should be made on the previous website to indicate that a new website is replacing this one). 
Clerk: None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.16pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 15th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
