MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








      Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present
Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Jo Szmaj (Vice Chairman), Robert Halls and Malcolm White
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman and 1 member of the public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 

No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Ria Pandey.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18th AUGUST 2026 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT   
None.
5. SOMERSET COUNCILOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s reports have been previously circulated. 
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning applications received:

i) App No: 26/01899/HOU Proposal: First floor extension, single storey extension, new porch and alterations. Location: Bishops Farm Bishops Lane Applicant: Mr and Mrs G Perkins.  A resolution was passed that there were no objections.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

7. HIGHWAYS
Cllr Carpenter agreed to report a pothole on Lyatts Hill. 
8.  FOOTPATHS  

a) The Clerk has ordered a tonne bag of 10mm shingle.  Cllr Carpenter agreed to arrange the spreading of the gravel on the footpath.  
9. PARISH ISSUES 
a) The VHC have requested that the PC do not ‘close down’ the Hardington.net website  (The are happy for it to be kept in a non-live mode if necessary).  They are keen to retain the email ‘ villagehallbookings@hardington.net’. The VHC believe this would only amount to around £25 for the email addresses. It was agreed to check there would be no further costs to this, as the PC would not want to be supporting a second website when it is not needed.
b) The Clerk has updated the Hardington ‘Welcome Pack’.  The latest update will be circulated for final review, prior to them being printed.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD

a) The PC reviewed the 3 quotes for solutions for preventing heavy rainwater from removing the gravel in the carpark. This including tarmac, driveway grids and also concrete.  It was decided that tarmac was preferred.  A resolution was passed to accept the quote from Rick Hyett.
b) The PC reviewed that quotes relating for resurfacing the bike track.  The cheapest quote received was £3,500.00.   The Clerk informed the PC that there is currently little spare budget available this year.  The PC therefore decided to defer this until next year and also to check whether the bike track is still appreciated by users of the community field.
c) The Clerk recently sent pictures of the BBQ, showing that it is still being misused.  The bin is being used as a general bin and is currently not emptied (it is also corroded), and the two metal racks also need replacing.    A resolution was passed to continue the current ban on BBQs. 

d) The Clerk reported that a parishioner had commented that the Climbing Frame ramp was very slippery went wet.  A resolution was passed to ask the Ranger to glue anti-slip grippers to the ramp.

11. FINANCE 

a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· N Chapman – Reimbursement for 10mm gravel £55.40 + £11.08       


       £66.48
12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) No update from the ranger this month.
b) The ranger’s latest list includes: buying anti-slip decking grippers and glueing on to climbing frames ramp; the climb-through tunnel requires re-pairing; the signs at the community field require a wipe down; and there are a lot of holes in the ground given the dry summer that could do with filling. 
13. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Somerset Parishes Conference 2026 (including the SALC AGM) is being held on Thursday 8th October 2026 at The Canalside Conference Centre, North Petherton.  Cllr Carpenter is planning to attend this.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The last coffee morning raised £196.  The next coffee morning is on Saturday 26th September. They also received a donation of £179 from the flower show committee. August octopus energy bill was £39.10. 
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS OR NEXT MEETING
Chairman: None.
Councillors: None 
Clerk: None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 20th October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
